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June 13, 2013 
 
Hello, 
 The behavior support classroom has put the ACE grant to great use this year. I have attached pictures of 
student work, class discussions, student produced pet rules and of course our class pet! I did want to explain that as much 
as I try to plan lessons and the daily schedule in advance, I find that I need to constantly adjust and modify to best meet 
the needs of my students. Although my original proposal for a class pet included fish, I was faced with an unexpected 
dilemma by one of my students. 
 
 My class was excited to hear about getting fish and being assigned classroom pet jobs. An old fish tank was 
taken out from storage and cleaned. However, the following morning I found a letter on my desk. The letter was written by 
a third grade student in my classroom and requested that the class get a pet hamster rather than pet fish. The student 
continued by suggesting the class vote for a pet fish or pet hamster. Being a student who struggles with writing, I was 
surprised that this student had chosen to write a letter on his own. Additionally the letter offered a solution in a clear, 
calm, and mature way. Offering solutions to problems was a student/teacher created goal for this student at the 
beginning of the school year.  
 
A part of me desperately wanted to throw the letter in the trash and pretend I never read it. After all, I have never been a 
άǇŜǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀƳǎǘŜǊ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŘŘƭȅ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘ 
hamster would win the vote. The voting resulted with one vote for fish and seven for a hamster. With all that said, this has 
led me to carry out my original proposal with a slight modification, a furry little hamster rather than fish. 
Since I had originally handed in a proposal of how the grant money would be spent on fish related materials, I have 
created a new one explaining how it has been spent on hamster materials. I also wanted to share that the students 
decided to name the hamster Wanda Coggeshall, (I thought this was funny). Thank you for providing my class the 
opportunity to learn about the responsibilities of owning a pet. This project has given my students the chance to shine in 
many areas, some of them being leading group discussions, typing on the computer, and voicing their ideas.  
       
Thank you, 
       

Chrissy Korney 



Hamster Rules 
1. Feed every day 
2. Fresh water 
3. Clean tank/cage 
4. Keep in cage 
5. Be careful with it 
6. Keep volume down 
7. Keep class door closed 
 
 
Shopping List 
1. Hamster wheel 
2. Water 
3. Water bottle 
4. Hamster ball 
5. Flooring chips 
6. Food 
7. Toys 
8. Hamster tubes 
9. Tank/Cage 
10. Food Bowl 



HAMSTER BUDGET 

Visual supports 



 

Super Pet MINI CritterTrail Two 

$17.99 

 

Carefresh Natural Pet Bedding 

$39.98 (x 2) for future needs 

 

Kaytee Fiesta Hamster & Gerbil Food 

$35.99 (x 2) for future needs 

 

Super Pet CritterTrail Expansion Kit 1 

$10.69 

 

CritterTrail- Snap-on Comfort Wheel 

$10.74 

 

JW Pet Walk Up Small Animal Barn 

$4.79 

 

eCOTRITION Snak Shak House 

$9.59 

 

 

8 in 1 Yogies Hamster, Gerbil, Rat Treats 

$4.79 

Budget for Hamster 

 

http://www.petco.com/product/12382/Super-Pet-MINI-CritterTrail-Two.aspx?CoreCat=HAMHPCages
http://www.petco.com/product/12382/Super-Pet-MINI-CritterTrail-Two.aspx?CoreCat=HAMHPCages
http://www.petco.com/product/12382/Super-Pet-MINI-CritterTrail-Two.aspx?CoreCat=HAMHPCages
http://www.petco.com/product/12382/Super-Pet-MINI-CritterTrail-Two.aspx?CoreCat=HAMHPCages
http://www.petco.com/product/3370/Carefresh-Natural-Pet-Bedding.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_BeddingLitter
http://www.petco.com/product/3370/Carefresh-Natural-Pet-Bedding.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_BeddingLitter
http://www.petco.com/product/3370/Carefresh-Natural-Pet-Bedding.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_BeddingLitter
http://www.petco.com/product/110017/Kaytee-Fiesta-Hamster-And-Gerbil-Food.aspx
http://www.petco.com/product/100206/Super-Pet-CritterTrail-Expansion-Kit-1.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/100206/Super-Pet-CritterTrail-Expansion-Kit-1.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/100206/Super-Pet-CritterTrail-Expansion-Kit-1.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/100206/Super-Pet-CritterTrail-Expansion-Kit-1.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/121384/JW-Pet-Walk-Up-Small-Animal-Barn.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Sleepers
http://www.petco.com/product/101910/eCOTRITION-Snak-Shak-House.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/8611/8-in-1-Yogies-Hamster-Gerbil-Rat-Treats.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/8611/8-in-1-Yogies-Hamster-Gerbil-Rat-Treats.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/8611/8-in-1-Yogies-Hamster-Gerbil-Rat-Treats.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/8611/8-in-1-Yogies-Hamster-Gerbil-Rat-Treats.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/12382/Super-Pet-MINI-CritterTrail-Two.aspx?CoreCat=HAMHPCages
http://www.petco.com/product/3370/Carefresh-Natural-Pet-Bedding.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_BeddingLitter
http://www.petco.com/product/110017/Kaytee-Fiesta-Hamster-And-Gerbil-Food.aspx
http://www.petco.com/product/100206/Super-Pet-CritterTrail-Expansion-Kit-1.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/14491/CritterTrail--Snap-on-Comfort-Wheel.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_CageHabitatAccess
http://www.petco.com/product/121384/JW-Pet-Walk-Up-Small-Animal-Barn.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Sleepers
http://www.petco.com/product/101910/eCOTRITION-Snak-Shak-House.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/8611/8-in-1-Yogies-Hamster-Gerbil-Rat-Treats.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats


 

Petco Munchies 

$2.39 

 

Planet Petco Blue Cloud Small Animal Dust 

$3.19 

 

Super Pet Ceramic Critter Dust Bath for Small Animals 

$7.99 

 

Super Pet Critter Cruiser 

$15.99 

 

Super Pet Dazzle Run-about Ball 

$7.19 

 

Super Pet Sit-N-Living Room 

$11.99 

 

WARE Flying Saucer Exercise Wheel for Small Animals 

$7.19 

  

http://www.petco.com/product/6560/Petco-Munchies.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/114599/Planet-Petco-Blue-Cloud-Small-Animal-Dust.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Grooming
http://www.petco.com/product/121507/Super-Pet-Ceramic-Critter-Dust-Bath-for-Small-Animals.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Grooming
http://www.petco.com/product/11870/Super-Pet-Critter-Cruiser.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/101969/Super-Pet-Dazzle-Run-about-Ball.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/101969/Super-Pet-Dazzle-Run-about-Ball.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/101969/Super-Pet-Dazzle-Run-about-Ball.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/13633/Super-Pet-Sit-N-Living-Room.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/13633/Super-Pet-Sit-N-Living-Room.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/13633/Super-Pet-Sit-N-Living-Room.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/13633/Super-Pet-Sit-N-Living-Room.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/13633/Super-Pet-Sit-N-Living-Room.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/121596/WARE-Flying-Saucer-Exercise-Wheel-for-Small-Animals.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/6560/Petco-Munchies.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Treats
http://www.petco.com/product/114599/Planet-Petco-Blue-Cloud-Small-Animal-Dust.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Grooming
http://www.petco.com/product/121507/Super-Pet-Ceramic-Critter-Dust-Bath-for-Small-Animals.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Grooming
http://www.petco.com/product/11870/Super-Pet-Critter-Cruiser.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/101969/Super-Pet-Dazzle-Run-about-Ball.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/13633/Super-Pet-Sit-N-Living-Room.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys
http://www.petco.com/product/121596/WARE-Flying-Saucer-Exercise-Wheel-for-Small-Animals.aspx?CoreCat=LN_SmallAnimalSupplies_Hamster_Toys


  Fill 

Food 

Fill 

Water 

Clean 

Cage 

Clean 

Tubes 

Clean 

Wheel 

Clean 

Toys 

Clean 

around 

cage 

Replace 

Flooring 

May 13-17 Kalob Ron Andrew Jasmine Tyler Jacobi Liam David 

May 20-24 David Kalob Ron Andrew Jasmine Tyler Jacobi Liam 

May 27-31 Liam David Kalob Ron Andrew Jasmine Tyler Jacobi 

June 3-7 Jacobi Liam David Kalob Ron Andrew Jasmine Tyler 

June 10-14 Tyler Jacobi Liam David Kalob Ron Andrew Jasmine 

June 17-21 Jasmine Tyler Jacobi Liam David Kalob Ron Andrew 

June24-26 Andrew Jasmine Tyler Jacobi Liam David Kalob Ron 

Cage Cleaning Schedule 



Hello,  

 Thank you for helping us get a hamster. 

We just love her. The hamster is a girl. Her 

name is Wanda. David thought of the name. 

We all liked that name too, so that is her 

name. The best part about having Wanda is 

putting her in her car. Her car is yellow. 

Sometimes she bangs into the chairs. Taking 

care of Wanda is a lot of work. We all need to 

do our jobs or Wanda wonõt be okay. Ms. K 

needs to carry Wanda out when we have a fire 

drill. We do not want her to burn or get hurt. 

Thank you so much. We love Wanda Cheese 

Coggeshall!!!  

                                                                                        

From , 

 

Tyler, Jasmine, Jacobi, David, Kalob, Ron, 

Obed, Andrew, Liam   

  








